HIS GRACE 
MAJESTIES 


HIGH | | 


COMMISSIONER 
And the Right Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, 


The Tetirion of Sir Robert Chieſly preſent Lord Pro- 
voſt of the Burgh of Edinburgh, Fohn Robertſon, 
George Home, Archibaid Rule, and Adam Brown, 
preſent Baiilies thereof, Hugh Blair Dean of Gild 
and Patrick T hox.ſon 1 helaurer, For themſelves 
and in name of che whoic CGounciland-Commu- - » 

_ nity oftheſaid Burgh, 


Hr mbly Shewerh | 
—4 HAT where by the old Cuſtome -nd Conftitutionof the Brugh, 
and which is certainly moſt agreeable to the pood Goverment 
and quiet of all Burghs,the Town Cle ks of Edzz-burghas being 
the Townes Servants were only durante beneplacito, untill 
at firſt the deceaſt Sir Wzll;am T hom/cn, obrained trom the 
--- then Magiſtrates and Council by his extraordinary influence, apift of the Clerk- 
ſhip advitam, and then upon his being deprived, and ſome orher Contenti- 
ous changes, that afterwards fel] out tothe Towns great Vexation and Expenc: 
es. Thedeceaſt Sir Jewes Rocheaddid impetrate and elicite from them,an Act 
dated the 3oof Augs71678 years,whereby upon a ſpecious narrative of Right, 
and the ſecurity that Men ought to have for the ſame, he prevailed with the then 
Magiſtrates and Council to ſtatute and erdain in his tavours, that no Clerk of 
Edmburgh for hereafter ſhould be challenged or removed from their office, 
whatever may be their demerit,but by a certain ſolemn form of proceſs of his de- | 
vyſing, and wherein he was to have a ſubſcribing Anſwer, and all the proces 
robe carried on both Scrip7s and viva wore by Adyocatsif he thought fir, and 
. by ſuch Intervals and periods,as that it was to laſt atleaſt four Weeks: By which 
AR, wherein there is no proviſion made for the ſaid Good Town, -either fot | 
debartring Adyocation, or excludipg Suſpenſion, as might well have been ex- 
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pectedafterſoCautious a Contrivance for ſecuring of the Town Clerk : The 
Towns Power and Liberties were ineffeR Rtollen from them, and the Clerks 
whoareand ouyght to betheir Seryants made more than half Maſters, And 
this when the ſaid Sir Zames with rhe ſaid c_/Zneas came to be admicted and 
inſtalled inthe ſaid office, they were not only admitted ConjunAly, and with 
aſurvivancetothe longeſt liver, which is alſo Injuricus tothe Liberties of the 
Burgh, bur in their AR of Admiſſionot che date'the twenty one of January 1687 
years, the ſame proviſion of a formal and ſolemn proces in the Terms forelaid is 
repeated fis a condition, whereby it is evident, that for the Magpittrates and 
Town Council to offer to bring their Servam the Town Clerk to « Tryal before 
themſeves, were only toengage themſelves in contentious Pleas & Advocations, 
&Suſpenlions, to the greatCharges, & diſorder andConuſion of the Burgh,during 
ſolong adependence: And therefore the Magiſtrates and Town Council of 
Edmbareh, having nct only the toreſaid Incroachment to complain ot . Bur 
alſo a charge of ſeycral! Malverſations againſt the . ſaid Areas Mclcod their 
preſent Clerk, do inall humiliry addreſs themſelves to this High and Honour- 
able Court of Pailiament, to whoſe care and ProreGiion the g20d order and 
quiet of all his Majeſtics Royall Burghs, doth moſt properiy pertain. And 
as Io the ſails Z£eas they complain. : : 

1739. That hs entered intothe ſaid Office of Clerk as conjund with Sir James 
Rochead, and now inj>yes the ſame by the ſole benefi:e of an unwarantable 
furviyance, which was granted by the then Magiſtrates to the prejudice of 
the true liberties of the Brugh» | & | | 

2ly Duringhis be:ng Clerk he has negletted the Regiſters & Records of the 
Bruyh which are for che moſt part letc be hind unfilled up.& fome of them tor fo 
long a time, that they are in h:zardto fall indifuſc : as firſt the Dean of Gilds 
Regiſter of the iocked Book which was begunin the x 487 Years, and ever fince 
continued untill che Twenty fourthof Feb» wary x 66g. hath ſtnte that time been 
altogether neglects; & ho) (here be Seroil Books & Afinu 6 made by the under- 
Clerkes from the ſaid 24.of February 1669,to this day Vet the fore- 
ſaid Regiſter and locked Books are not filled up, buthavebeenat a ſtand 
fincethe ſaid year 1669. And theſe ſcroll Books arc alogether viriat, and can- 
not make faith,being all interlined, and many things wricten upon the Margin. 

zly, There is no Regiſter at all keeped of Jedges and warrands tor bound- 
ing of Lands within Burgh, albeit their are ſeveral Acts of the Town Council 
appointing an Regiſter to bz exactly keeped of all the ſaids Jedges,and warrands 
granted by the Dean of Gild and his Council. | 

41y, The Regiſter ofDccreets, whereof the Records are extant, and in good or- 
der jrom cherturdof March 1569 tothe 28 of Avgef? 1677, have fince that 
tims been alcogether ſlighred,& noDecreerRegiſtrare & booked as it ought to be. 

5ly, The Kegiſter called,the Council Regiſter, and continued with great care 
from che 1557 to December 1691. is fince that time now by the ſpace of three or 
four years unfilled up, and nelected. 

6h, The Regiſter of Diſpoſitiones and Bonds is carried on very exatly from 
the i561 tothe 1690, but fince that time is ;kwiſe unfilled up, and there are alſo 
Book: oi Diſpoſicions fromthe firſt of Ja#wary 1678. Andto che year 1686, 
Bur all of them incomplear,& brought no farther forward than the ſaid year 1686 

oly. There ate Acts of Town Council moſt confuſedly & indiſtinRly,& in ap- 
pearance falſely recorded, as particularly, rhe Act of the l'own Council the 
Day ot Jaly x690 years anenta Bond ot three T uſand pound Steriing gramed 

anent 


_ (4 On : 
anent the Earle of Melui//,which is begun with one hand, and continued with 
another: And neither coherently, 'orat all agrecable to what was re- 
ſolved in the ſaid Town Council about that Bond. vis. Thar it 
 ſhouldbe given forthe impoſition which was not then obtained, and noc for 
che pittifu] Cauſes therein ſet down. And the ſaid AQtis alſo vitiat, and hath 
words deleteinthe end, andother words viſibly added, and which overrun 
the Proyoſts ſubſcription, all which is manifelt to ocular InſpeRion. 
8/y,the ſaid Ezeas hath not obſerved but broken the Truft ctheTownrepoſed in 


bim, in fo far as Mr W://zars Stirling Writer did upon the third of Seprember, 
1690 Years, give anote under his hand, wherein the ſaid Areas Mcleod and his 


Secvant Jobn Duncan ate witneſſes, wherein he obliges humlelfro make pay- 
ment to the Tackſmenof the Towns impoſition of the the two pennies of Exciſe 
owing by Widow Lawrres Brewatiefor the ſpace thetein contained, and de- 
clare; thar a Charter which he got from the Mapiſtrates of Ediyburgh ſhould lye 
conſigned intheir Clerks hands till he ſatisfied the ſame, And yet the laid Char* 
ter 1s given up io Mr W:/}:amm Stirling upon the fourth of September thereafter 
as Mr $trrl;ngs Receipt reitifies. And the ſaid impofition wasnot by him pay. 
ed conforme to the foreſ;id Note 

gy, And the ſaid Encas hath fartherabuſed his Truſt, and tranſpreſſed the 
duty ot his Office, inſoiar as he hath given out Decreeis of the Town Council 
wirhout any yublcribed warrand, ſuchas a Decreet of the Town Council of the 
date the twenty fiith day ot Januarylaſt by paſt at the inſtance of Maries 
Chapple agaiit James Bychaunen Wright, for which there is no ſubſcribed 
Warrand. 

And laſtly what has been lately done by the ſaid Zneas as to Mr. Duncan. 
Rober!/ons affair, and how he negleRed and deſpif ed the order of the Com- 


mittee of Parliament, is beſt knownto the Commit. e before whom thar marrer_ 


is depending. by all which it js manifeſt that not only the Towns Rights and 
Liberties arc incroached upon and infringed by the foreſaid c_Eneas his pro. 
viſion and Ac of Admiſſion to theſaid Office,and by the ſaid ocher At to which 
the ſame Relates, but alſo that he has malverſed in his toreſaid office of truſt; 


for which he ought to be removed and deprived, as alſothe Towns Liberties 


ought tobe reſtored, and the foreſaids Atts to their prejudice reduced and re? 
ſcinded, and all ſuryivances for hereafter perpetually Diſcharged. 


May it therefor pleaſe your Grace, and the Right Honour- 
able the Eſtatesof Parliamenc,ro grant warra 
tocite the (aid Aneas upon forty eight hours 


pgs warning, he being within the Townof Edinburgh, 
. | ro compear before your Grace and Lordſhips, to 
Fee. hear and ſee the premilſles verified,and proven, and 


himſelf deprived and decerned to remove from 
the ſaid office & to deliver up the whole ſeals Re- 
giſters and others that belong thereto, as alſo to 
reduce and reſcind the ſoreſaids AQts of Council, 
and todeclare ſurvivancies and gifts of the ſaid 
Office,to be unlawfoll,and todifcharge the ſamein 


all cime coming ; according to Juſtice and Your 


Graceand Lordſhips Anſwer. 
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